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Caring Neighborhood


Introduce kids in your neighborhood to adults you know..








"Kids who succeed have specific assets in their lives -- building blocks to help young people grow up to be healthy, caring, and responsible. 





The more of the 40 essential building blocks that each young person has, the more likely he or she will succeed in school, maintain good health, delay gratification, and make positive choices.  





Three key ways to build assets in young people include:


Adults can build good relationships with youth, and youth can build good relationships with younger children.


Caring, positive, and supportive environments can be provided throughout the community.


Youth programs and activities can infuse assets and include youth in planning and implementation.








What can you do to increase this Asset?





At home:


Encourage neighbors to be more caring toward your children, tell a neighbor how much it means to you and your children when he or she acknowledges, smiles at, or greets your children.


Learn the names of every young person in your neighborhood.  Smile at them and greet them by name when you see them. 





At school:


Encourage adults in your neighborhood to volunteer in your school.  Example:  Have seniors visit as lunchtime listeners, sitting at the cafeteria tables and talking with students.





In your congregation:


Encourage all members to get to know young people in their neighborhoods.  Emphasize the importance of caring neighborhoods for youth, and provide ideas for action.


   


In your community:


Sponsor neighborhood get-togethers.  Examples:  block parties, potluck dinners, ice cream socials, fall festivals, carnivals.





What youth can do:


Introduce yourself to your neighbors – especially younger kids. Be a friend and a role model to them.





From What Kids Need to Succeed by Peter Benson, Ph.D., Judy Galbraith, M.A. and Pamela Espeland.
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Do you have ideas on How To Build Assets? Need More Information?  Contact:


Christine MacNaughton • Communities In Schools of Lenawee, Inc. • 517.263.4591 •  � HYPERLINK "mailto:macnaughtonc@michigan.gov" �macnaughtonc@michigan.gov�


Visit our website at:  http://www.cislenawee.org

















Learn about another Asset next week!








