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The 40 developmental assets are   the essential building blocks that help all youth make positive choices, and grow into confident, responsible, healthy, and caring citizens.  When 4 out of 5 Lenawee middle and high school students report that they do not feel that adults value them, we have a lot of work to do.





Please think about how you relate with the young people around you – in your home, church, school, business, or anywhere in the community.  Are you welcoming?  Do you say “hello” when you meet a young person, even if he/she is wearing different clothes, or has brightly colored hair?  Have you talked with the kids in your neighborhood lately? 








What can you do to increase this Asset?





At home:


Point out to your children how your town or city currently uses resources to help kids do well.  Examples:  parks, recreation programs, youth programs.


Ask if they have ideas about how your town or city can do more.





At school:


Form partnerships with community organizations for students to volunteer.


Invite community members to a school open house hosted by students.





In your congregation:


Include youth leadership so they are valued by the members of the congregation. 


Give youth meaningful roles like greeters, ushers, teachers.





In your community:


Give positive feedback to youth you encounter in stores (as clerks, sales help, wait staff, etc.) when you notice them doing a good job.


Publicize and celebrate ways young people are contributing to the community.





What youth can do:


Proudly speak about ways you’re contributing to your community.  If you don’t want to talk about your self, talk about your friends.


Think of other ways you can improve the way youth are perceived and treated in your community.





From What Kids Need to Succeed by Peter Benson, Ph.D., Judy Galbraith, M.A. and Pamela Espeland.


Reference Developmental  Asset #7








Do you have ideas on How To Build Assets? Need More Information?  Contact:


Christine MacNaughton • Communities In Schools of Lenawee, Inc. • 517.263.4591 •  � HYPERLINK "mailto:macnaughtonc@michigan.gov" �macnaughtonc@michigan.gov�


Visit our website at:  http://www.cislenawee.org

















Learn about another Asset next week!





Week #35


April 22, 2012


COMMUNITY VALUES YOUTH


Volunteer in a community project – The best way to be valued is to be valuable.











