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YOUTH AS RESOURCES


Students get involved in decision making in your schoolcommunity.








Do you have ideas on How To Build Assets? Need More Information?  Contact:


Christine MacNaughton • Communities In Schools of Lenawee, Inc. • 517.263.4591 •  � HYPERLINK mailto:macnaughtonc@michigan.gov ��macnaughtonc@michigan.gov�


Visit our website at:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cislenawee.org" ��http://www.cislenawee.org�


























Learn about another Asset next week!





At home:


Ask your child to teach you something-current slang, a hobby, a song, a skill, how to navigate the Internet.


Let your child be responsible for certain family needs, such as checking our summer camps, leading a family meeting, or planting a garden.





At school:


Empower kids and teens by teaching them how to teach others.  Examples: Older students might tutor, read to, or develop mentor relationships with younger students.  Peers might teach peers.  Offer extra credit to youth who teach or help other students.


Cultivate leadership skills in many students. Not just a select few. 





In your congregation:


Provide many opportunities for youth to be leaders in and contributors to the congregation.  Regularly include them as leaders of worship services and other intergenerational events.


Revise your planning process as needed to include youth as vision bearers, idea makers, speakers, etc.. 


   


In your community:


Work to encourage the perception that youth are resources with skills, talents, and abilities to be tapped, as opposed to problems to be controlled.


Include young people on neighborhood and community boards and councils.  Give them opportunities to take leadership roles and make real contributions.





What youth can do:


Standup, speak-out, stay informed.


Don’t wait to be given a useful role-create one for yourself.





From What Kids Need to Succeed by Peter Benson, Ph.D., Judy Galbraith, M.A. and Pamela Espeland.


Reference Developmental  Asset #8








The 40 developmental assets are the essential building blocks that help all youth make positive choices, and grow into confident, responsible, healthy, and caring citizens.  We should continually re-think how we are involving youth in our schools and communities.





Think about the roles that are given to the young people around you – in your home, church, school, business, or anywhere in the community.  Are you utilizing young people’s talents preparing them for roles of leadership?  Are you giving youth a voice?  How are you supportive and encouraging?











