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School Climate:
Whats the Forecast?

FAST FACTS

ASSET #5:
Caring
School
(limate

Youth are more
likely to grow up
healthy when
their achool
provides
caring,
encouraging
enuironment,

What Are Assets?
Assets are ¥0)

volues, experi-
ences, ond quial-
ities that help
kids succeed,
‘Caring school
climote” is one
of six support
oesefs.
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Mgsl people like the weather (o
o warm and sunny, and most
students like their school climate (o
b the same. According to Ouest
International, an educator training organiza
tion, school climate is the feel of a school—the
mood and atmosphere vou sense the moment
vou entera school building. You want a climate
that promotes learning. A cold dreary school cli
mate isit one vour son or daughterwould
want to be in forvery long.

What causes a school to have a warm, positive
climate? A lot depends on how peopls interact.

When vour son or daughter comes into con
tact with a lot of different people during the
day that affects the schools climate. It may
start out with the wav the bus driver treats
vour child, or the way other students interact
with her or him. Then there could be aninterac
tion with a school secretary, counselor, teacher,
coach, cook, custodian, and so on. The way
people feel about the school will atfect how
thev treat each other, and vice versa,

One persons attitude can make a significant
difference. At one school in Minneapolis
Minnesota, evervbody could count on the
school secretary. She always had a smile on her

() Time to Advocate
% Thiree ways (o improve the climate
af your child's school:
1. Learn as much as you can about your child's
schoal, the policies, the polltics, and the
general mood.
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face and knew evervone by name. In fact, sty
dents often stopped by to see her because she
alwayvs helped them feel so valued and cared
for When she retired, she received over 1000
flowers one from each student.

That school rarely had a rainy day in its
climmarte,

talk together

Oueations to discuss with gour child:

. ff‘gﬂu Were fo compare (our achools
otmosphere to the wenther how
would gou describe it most of
the time?

* {ddhat oo gou think causes gour
schoole cfimate to get better at
timea? Waorce?

* How do gou think our family coald
improve gour schoole clfimater

2. Ged Involved with a parent-teacher organization. Create a spirilt of cooperation.
Teachers, adminisirators, volunteers, and parents all want the best for kids.

3. Talk with your child about her or hils thoughts and feelings about the school. Encourage your
child to share those opinfons with others through student government, a Ietter to the school
newspaper, or simply talking to a teacher or administrator.



Changing

Climate N

through
Caring

How can your child help warm
up the climate in her or his
school? One way is for vour child to do her
or his part to help others feel cared about and
supported Following are several ideas he or
she can trv:

O Learn the names of as many students as
possible. Whenever vou see them,
whether in school or in the community,
smile and greet them by name.

O Reach out to students who seem isolated
or lonely—those who dont seem to
helong to any groups or cligues. Be their
friend.

O stick up for students who are bullied by
others,

O Make an effort to get to know vour
teachers

O Get involved in programs that build

assets,
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Making School
a Positive Place

he mosi

Imporiani
factorin a caring
school climaie 1s
a posiive
learning
cnwirenmaent in
which all
stundends feoel
challengoed and
supporied (o
succecd, and
dovelop caring
rolatonships
with (cachors.
How can vou make a
difference? Try some
of these suggestions
for helping teachers
do their job:

More Help

o encourage
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yvour school to have
: at Maces to Learn

: lay Roberts.
ales,and Clay . (P
o : 0-pas-7828.)

- Help vour child get off to a good start each
dav. Give her or him a hug before leaving.
say how proud vou are of her or him.

- Give vour child healthy shacks and lunch to
take to school.

- Have a family discussion each week on a
topic that comes out of vour childs
experiences or assignments at school.

- Be partners
with vour childs
teachers and

keep in touch “ﬂl“?l:l::;fiqr:
regularly Yo lunteer in 1:5:.
childy schogp
Today.

for Parents

an asset-building climate. W {t
by Neal Starkmah Peter L.
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A positive school climate needs (o be nurtured: it doesn't happen automatically.”

—uest International
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For local information
About how you can increase assets in Lenawee County

Contact:

Communities In Schools of Lenawee
1040 S. Winter St. Suite 3013

Adrian, M1 49221
517-263-4591

Email: cislenawee@cislenawee.org
www.cislenawee.org




