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on lll!] 0 drop out of school and those
th““l who stay? Researchers Laurence
Steinberg, Bradford Brown, Sanford
Dornbusch, and Christopher Cross
Youth are more have identified three factors that
ffﬁe{q fo grow up | cause young people to feel
healthy when disconnected from their schools,
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Those who stay in school and do well have
the opposite experience. Thev like it there.
They have people who enjoy seeing them
overy day and who miss them when thevre turned schools around”
absent. They have families and friendswho
are proud of what thev do there. They have
fun and enjov learming at school: thev are
stimulated and challenged. Their school is
accessible to parents and people of color. In
sssence, school is a good place for them to be,
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our schools lies not in absent dollars but in

Assets ore ¥0 our own willingness to sit around in despair,
writes Marv Susan Miller, Ph.D., in Save Our
sSchools. " Tucked away in pockets throughout
the country are schools in which wonderful
things are happening. Pennies from heaven

vour child deserves, sound vour voice and flex
vour muscle through an organized parent
sroup Youd be amazed at how parents have
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them caring places for voung people. Let's
face it, schools have a lot more parents than
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5 Ways to Show the School
You Care

With your child:
1. Make care packages” for teachers, janitors, the principal,
and others who work at the school Include treats notes of
2 appreciation, and other small svmbols of care.

2. show up at conferences.
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3. Think of ways to boost school spirit. One idea is to hold a betre, olaca f
o & for g .
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contest for creating a school slogan or designing a school

svmbol.
4. Write thankvou notes, leave voice-mail messages, or send

email notes when youre pleased about something at yvour Talk and Share
/ childs school Part of bonding to scheol involves
5. Send a note to teachers the first week of school. In it, tell knowing that someone in schoel cares
- them about your child and explain that vou want to be about you. Tell your child about one adult
) involved. and one peer in your school that cared
about you when you were in scheol. Ask

Likine School your child which adults and which friends
IH1ng >Choo at school he or she likes best and why.

If yeur child does net like school. ask her
or him why. Help your child werk ta solve
the preblem, so he or she is more able (o More Help for Parents

enjoy school. Boxed In and Bored. This report examines how many middle
schools fail voung people and what good middle schools do vight.
(Published by search Institute, wwwsearch-institute.org;
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“All the research on dropout prevention can be boiled down (o one thing:

Younq people are more likely to stay in school and do well if they like it there.”
—Peter C. Scales, Ph.D.. researcher and author of Boxed In and Bored
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For local information
About how you can increase assets in Lenawee County
Contact:
Communities In Schools of Lenawee
1040 S. Winter St. Suite 3013
Adrian, M1 49221
517-263-4591

Email: cislenawee@cislenawee.org
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